
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. Pañoleta / Headscarf, (1977) 
It was worn on the weekly Thursday march by an Abuela de Plaza de Mayo / 
Grandmother of Plaza de Mayo. This public action  to make visible the detention and 
disappearance on the 12th April 1977 of her son, Carlos Maria Riggerone, his partner 
Monica Susana Masri and their child, born in captivity in Argentina. 
 
2. Ayotzinapa: 1st report and conclusions of the disappeared and killings of the of 
the primary teachers of Ayotzinapa (2015, Mexico) 
 
3.To Believe in Chile 
Summary of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission Report (Santiago de Chile, 
1992) 
  
4. The Day We Will Never Forget 
“Killarney Girls” holding their first textile work. Workshop facilitated by Shari Eppel, 
Solidarity Peace Trust Zimbabwe, 2012 
 
5. Three cards denouncing forced disappearances in Chile and Peru 
 
6. Tote carrier bag and postcard designed to accompany the exhibition 
Following the Footsteps of the Disappeared, Mexico City, 2022 
 
7. Colombian doll made by Teresa Rendón, mother of José Dubel López Rendón, 
disappeared in 2000. By adopting these dolls one contributes to raising funds to 
create “Parque Suju” Remembrance Park. 

My first time, piled on either side
of archived Penny Dreadfuls:

Dick Turpin, Diamond Jack, Nick Carter in
 Canadian Wilds, black hooded bandits

burying a man up to the neck, holding a shovel,
 True Liberty Blue ‘Against Britannia’s Foes’,

swashbuckling rogues on thin front covers,
 soldiers, Cavaliers with golden cloaks, 

‘For boys and old boys’ magazines, 25p,
adolescent battalions, The Boys’ Brigade, 

‘parading with dummy rifles’…

I like your ‘others’, John. 
              P.T. Barnum          the moral panics    gangster films,

                                       ‘degenerates’       ‘freaks’     ‘juvenile delinquencies’ 
 deconstructed colonies

                       the constrained failing
                                         then alleviated

                                              as New Orleans jazz melts on humid porches 
coated with West African and Haitian voodoo 

                                        there are looser shoulders
                                                                    far from Station Road.

Pinned arpilleras decipher your chapters as we track 
mysterious stitches along a tacked Castlerock rail. 

Discussing you, we meet through reading lists, papers, and articles, 
now notched in needle felt, printed onto an infinite chess game, 

and I am left wondering what your next move might have been.

This poem was commissioned and written by Niamh McNally in 2026 as part of Conflict Textiles, as a 
tribute to the Reader, brilliant academic and person, John Springhall (1943-2015).
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